
Activities for the Junior Division

These ac tiv ities  are reprin ted  from  TAG -  the 
Teacher's A c tiv ity  Guide developed by CODE 
to  respond to  the need fo r curricu lum -based 
questions and ac tiv ities  in global education, code 

is a charitab le  o rgan ization th a t prom otes lite racy 
and education in A frica  and the Caribbean and 
is etfo's pa rtne r in ou r Operation W orld Teacher 
shoebox campaign.

These ac tiv ities  were created by Garth Brooks, 
who, p rio r to  his re tirem ent, taugh t ait grades from  
k indergarten  to  grade 8  w ith  the  O ttawa-Carfeton 
DSB. The ac tiv ities  were also drawn fro m  previous 
teacher resource k its  published by CODE. They 
o ffe r a useful com plem ent to  classroom  activ ities 
such as CODE'S P roject Love, as well as the 
code/ etfo O peration World Teacher Campaign.

The resources listed here are designed to 
support s tudents ' research and global education 
activ ities. While CODE has a ttem pted  to  provide 
resources suitable fo r m ost classes and groups, 
it suggests th a t teachers review the  con ten t of 
each before recom m ending it to  the ir students.
If possible, w ork w ith  your school lib rarian to 
develop and access fu r th e r resources. You m igh t 
also consider involving a rtis ts  from  Mariposa in 
the  Schools (etfo Voice, Sum m er 2 002 ) when 
considering work on global education.

The com plete TAG package is available 
in bo th  English and French ( Guide d 'ac tiv ités  

C O D E  de ( 'in s titu te u r  (GAI) -  Questions e t ac tiv ités
s u r ('éducation p lané ta ire ) by con tacting  CODE 

WWW.COdecan.org a t 321 Chapel Street, Ottawa, ON K1N 7Z2.

Where in the World
• In form  students th a t they  are about to  begin the 

study of a new country. Their firs t task is to  guess 
which coun try  it is du ring  a quiz called "W here in 
the  W orld?"

• Each s tudent is given a handout th a t includes
a series o f questions beginning w ith  the  phrase 
"W here in the  W orld...?" For example, "W here in 
the  world is the  capital o f Lusaka?"

té&ntlfylnç Mental Baggage 
P rio r to  beginning a s tudy o f a p a rticu la r country  
o r cu lture, arrange students in to  sm all groups 
o r assign partners and have them  answer the 
fo llow ing question w ith  as many words o r ideas as 
they can th ink  of. Then help them  categorize th e ir 
responses under topic headings, such as geography, 
economy, cu lture, c lim ate  etc.
• When I th ink  o f (country) l th ink  of.,.

Buffet in Bnari
Design a bu lle tin  board to  include maps, flags, 
pictures, drawings and brochures o f the  coun try  
being studied.

W hat Tim e is it?
List a few cities around the  w orld  (including one in 
your coun try  and one in the  coun try  being studied) 
and find ou t what tim e  it  is.
www.dotheresearch.com/travel/worldtlmecomverter.htmf.
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Travelling to»,*
M ateria ls : A map of th e  world  
During th is  activ ity , s tudents w ill be asked to 
find  ou t how they could ge t to  the  coun try  being 
studied (i,e„ mode of transporta tion , necessary 
luggage, etc.). They w ill have to  calcu late or 
estim ate the  dura tion  of the  tr ip  using the  modes 
o f transpo rta tion  available. They will have to  
research and de term ine w hat they  would need 
to  have w ith  them  on such a tr ip ,

c a r l a  a b r a m s , Ghana 2001

Solicit answers to the following question, noting 

students1 suggestions on the chalkboard;

• If we went to  (name of country), how could we 
get there, s ta rting  fro m  where we live?

Follow up with more detailed questions, such as

• Do you th ink  the re  would be a d irect fligh t?
• Are there  o the r ways to  get there?
• Once you had arrived in (name of country), how 

would you ge t to  a school in a rura l area?
Divide the class into groups and ask them to 

determine the following:
• Now th a t you know how to  get there, what would 

be the  best tim e  o f year to  go? Why? What would 
you pack in your suitcase?

Have the  groups present the ir results to  the  class; 
then  discuss w hat has been learned and what 
fu r th e r questions have arisen. Consider assigning 
groups to  research the  new questions.

Topographical Map
Using papier mâché, create  a topographical map of 
the  coun try  being studied and h igh light its d iffe ren t 
c lim atic  regions.

G rocery B asket
Create a lis t o f item s you would pu t in a shopping 
basket a t you r local food store, and ano the r list o f 
g rocery  item s you would buy in the  coun try  you are 
studying, What is d ifferent? What is the same? What 
item s In you r grocery basket m igh t be considered 
luxuries in the coun try  you are s tudying? Would 
they  also be considered luxuries to  you?

How Much Is I t  W orth?
How much is the  currency o f the  coun try  you are 
s tudying w o rth  in Canadian dollars?
www.domainit.com/currency.html

African Market
Hold an A frican m arket. S tudents donate games, 
toys, books to  be sold at the  m arket. Some item s 
can be ra ffled  off. Play music fro m  various regions 
o f A frica.

A B ay In th e  L if t  of*,.
Have students create sh o rt skits around the  
them e "A day in the  life o f an A frican school ch ild .” 
(Select a specific  coun try  to  research.)

Going to  School ln«*
Have a day at school where the  s tudents use 
only those supplies available to  th e ir peers in the  
coun try  they are studying. Have them  break th e ir 
pencils in ha lf to  share, or erase th e ir  w ork a t the  
end of the  m orn ing  so th e ir  paper can be re-used 
in the  a fte rnoon  -  a com m on practice  in many 
developing countries.

P ip t r  Making
Some schools, teachers and s tudents in developing 
countries have d iffic u lty  obta in ing paper. Check ou t 
these websites and have your class try  to  make 
recycled paper:
www.laceimports.com/michelle/projects/paper_instr.html 
www.users.bestweb.net/~bpress/res/art/paper1.html 
www.tqjunior.thinkquest.org/4054/recyc/pap,mak/ 

papermakinq.1.html?tqskip=1 
www.beakman.com/paper/paper.htmi

Read about an o rgan iza tion  in Malawi th a t makes 
recycled paper fo r schools th a t have d iffic u lty
ob ta in ing  it: www.codecan/prq/enqlish/activities/malawi.html

Click on "Related Stories: Paper Making Education 
Trust (PAMET): Addressing the  Shortage o f School 
Supplies in Malawi.”
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A frican  Folktales
Tales, m yths and legends o f the  w orld  po rtray  the  
cu ltu ra l d ivers ity  o f ou r societies while  illus tra ting  
o u r com m on experiences: fear, loneliness, and the  
need to  belong. Read various fo lkta les from  A frica  
w ith  your class, o r assign d iffe re n t fo lkta les to 
groups. Discuss them . L ist the  com m on themes. 
Categorize them  under broad headings: tales of 
trickery, anim al tales, exp lanation tales, m ora lity  
tales and dro ll tales.

Explain the  concept o f "o ra l tra d itio n " and 
discuss how m ost o f the  fo lkta les would have 
been passed on by s to ry te lle rs . Hold a s to ry te lling  
festival, a t which you r s tudents can wear tra d itiona l 
dress and share the  fo lkta les they  have been 
studying w ith  o the r classes.

Su g g e s te d  R e s o u r c e s
http://quatrro,me.uiuc.edu/~fog/tales.htmL

Mehta, M. A. Trip Across the River - A Hausa Folk Tale. From the 
series 0ur Wonderful World. Prentice HalI Ginn Canada, 1996.

Newscast
Once your class has com pleted questions and 
ac tiv ities  from  the  TAG top ics (climate, culture, 
economy, etc.), d iv ide s tudents in to  " to p ic "  
groups and have each pu t to g e th e r a segm ent fo r  
a te levision newscast in the  coun try  being studied. 
On the day o f the  newscast, have s tudents in 
c lo th ing  cu rren tly  worn in th a t coun try  and give 
th e ir  reports  on news, weather, en te rta inm ent, 
sports, politics, etc.
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Curriculum Connections
TAG A ctiv ities  meet many o f the expectations 
ou tlined  in the  O ntario  curricu lum .
The A rts  Music, V isual A rts, Drama and Dance 
From a varie ty  of places, cu ltures and h istorica l 
periods, explore music, song, instrum ents and 
visual a rt form s; in te rp re t and perfo rm  dances 
and dramas; appreciate, com m unicate, identify, 
com pare and produce artworks; understand, 
explain and use a rt to  com m unicate.

H ealth and Physical Education H ealthy Living, 
Fundam enta l M ovem ent Skills, A ctive  P artic ipation  
Explore weather, climate, c lo th ing and human 
adapta tion; w orld foods, food groups, a balanced 
diet, healthy and poor nu trition ; partic ipa te  and 
share in planning activ ities  w ith  peers; practise 
respectfulness; use tim e  m anagem ent and 
organ izationa l skills; set goals.

Language W riting, Reading, Oral and  Visual 
C om m unication
Use w ritten  language tools, new words, locate 
and in te rp re t in fo rm ation , organize w ith titles, 
use visual and o the r m ateria ls to  communicate, 
use and com bine media, obta in in fo rm ation  
from  media works and create new works, listen 
to  stories, poems and non-fic tion  m aterials, retell 
stories and recall in fo rm ation , fo llow  w ritten  
directions, present ideas orally, partic ipa te  in 
group discussions, iden tify  technologies, use 
research skills, practice d iffe ren t form s of w riting , 
com m unicate fo r d iffe ren t purposes to d iffe ren t 
audiences, present in fo rm ation  to peers, listen 
to  others, carry  out group projects, explore visual 
perspectives and th e ir effects, explore the  ways 
media provide in fo rm ation .

M athem atics N um ber Sense and Num eration, 
M easurem ent, G eom etry and Spatia l Sense, 
P atte rn ing  and A lgebra, Data M anagem ent 
and P robab ility
Read and p rin t num erals and num ber words, solve 
num ber problems, study various measurem ents, 
including money denom inations, tem pera tu re  and 
re la tive  times; explore the use of numbers in the 
media; record data; use charts, grids and graphs; 
explore coord inate systems and patterns; conduct 
surveys; read and in te rp re t data.

http://quatrro,me.yjuc.e%7bJy/~fog/l:a!eE.htmL
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Science and Technology L ife  System s, M a tte r  
and M aterials, Energy and  Control, S truc tu res  
and Mechanisms, E arth  and  Space System s  
Learn and use te rm ino logy  fo r  animals, plants, 
ecology and th e ir  environm ents; explore the 
re la tionsh ip  between humans and the  natura l 
world; learn about soil erosion and the  use o f rocks 
and m inerals in m anufacturing; record observations, 
find ings and measurem ents; learn about the sun 
as a source o f energy; explore renewable and 
non-renewable energy; learn how humans adapt 
she lte r and behaviour to  clim ate; pred ict local 
w eather patterns.

Social Studies Heritage and Citizenship,
Canada and W orld Connections  
Understand th a t there  are many countries in the 
w orld  and many cu ltures in a com m unity; iden tify  
con tribu tions  of cu ltures to  a com m unity; iden tify  
cu ltu ra l o rig ins of fam ily m em bers; explore m ajor 
early civ iliza tions; explore the  re la tionsh ip  of 
location to  c lim ate; describe the  in te rac tion  
between people and environm ent; locate in form ation 
from  a varie ty  of sources; explore and compare the 
nature  o f governm ent systems; learn how righ ts  
involve responsib ility; s tudy la titude, p ic to ria l 
symbols, legends, colours, tim e zones, num ber 
and le tte r grids; explore Canada's invo lvem ent 
w ith  Com m onwealth and Francophonie; iden tify  
countries Canada has assisted.

S tudent/Teacher Assessm ent and Evaluation
Figure A is a teacher's assessment fo rm  fo r group 
evaluation. For add itiona l evaluation form s, v is it 
www.infoplease.com. Click on Learning Network, 
Lesson Planning Centre, Assessment. A no the r good 
resource is Schwartz, Susan and M indy Pollishuke, 
C reating the  Child-Centred Classroom. Irw in 
Publishing. Toronto; B lackline masters.
Figure B is a K-W-L chart fo r s tudents to  cha rt and 
assess th e ir  own progress. Teachers may choose to  
re fe r to  the  K-W-L charts  fo r evaluation purposes.

Thanks to etfo's Project Overseas participants for 
the photos that accompany this feature.

W hat We Know W hat We Want to Find Out W hat We Learned

Description of A c tiv ity

N.B. Create additional rows as necessary.

Figure A. Teacher's Group Evaluation Form
Names of Group Members

1. ______________________  4.___

Total Points:

Figure B. Students K-W -L C hart

N am e:_______________________________ Date:

On the basis of teacher observation and 
group 0  or 1 for each of th e  following:

• The group agreed on a plan.
• A ll group mem bers partic ipated.
• The group used its tim e  productive ly.
• The group respected the opin ions of 

all members.

the  com pleted assignm ent, give the

• The group successfully com pleted 
the  assignm ent.

• Give the  group from  0  to  5 points 
based on its Group Self Evaluation 
form s:
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